FROM    SEA    TO    SKY

On the nth a signal from the Chiefs-of-Staff stated that im-
mediate steps were being taken to accelerate Wellington reinforce-
ments to M.E. Command and that evidence was accumulating
of the passage of German mechanized forces southwards through
Italy, therefore Benghazi was regarded as a focus of primary im-
portance for air attack. As viewed by the Chiefs-of-Staff, this was
the best way in which the Air Force could make effective andf
possibly decisive contribution towards neutralizing probable
enemy land and air threat to Egypt. Tobruk also should be kept
under harassing attack.

In reply to this directive I pointed out that the policy outlined
was already being followed with good results but that since the
Italian advance had overrun the landing-ground at Sidi Barrani,
the long-range Blenheims were operating against Benghazi at
extreme range. It is of interest to note the exaggerated view which
was held as to the effectiveness of a comparatively few bombers
operating at long range in stopping disembarkation of troops and
supplies. It was probably based on our own experiences in Norway,
but in that case the German aircraft were dive bombers in large
numbers operating at comparatively short range which made the
deployment and maintenance of an Expeditionary Force so
precarious.

Mr. Anthony Eden's arrival on October I4th was a welcome
event. He brought with him news of air reinforcements, and at
last it looked as if I should be able to give reasonable air support
to the Army in either an offensive in Libya or from the Sudan
into I.E.A. There was mention of Mohawk fighters in large
numbers from America (they never materialized), of more Well-
ingtons flying out via Malta and of Hurricanes flying across from
Takoradi or shipped round the Cape. I gave a dinner-party on
the strength of it and invited my various Air Officers to meet the
War Minister : Smart from Iraq, Dalbiac from Palestine, Slatter
from the Sudan, Gollishaw from the Western Desert, Maund and
Drummond from my staff.

But there was one small cloud on the horizon; for some time
I had been seeing copies of the cables from the British Minister
in Athens to the Foreign OfHce. They constantly referred to the
necessity for British support, particularly air support, in the event
of an Italian invasion from Albania. Still it hadn't happened yet
and meanwhile we were gradually re-equipping squadrons as the
new aircraft arrived.
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